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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 13 — 2025
Introduced by: Medical Student Section

Subject: Mobilizing Healthcare Professionals to Address Police Violence as
a Public Health Crisis

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 1

WHEREAS, 1,600,000 American civilians have been treated in hospitals for
injuries sustained during contact with law enforcement in the last 20 years'; and

WHEREAS, at least 10,276 civilians have been killed by U.S. law enforcement
officers in the last 20 years’-3; and

WHEREAS, 1,296 people were killed by the U.S. police in 2024, the highest
number in the past 10 years*; and

WHEREAS, analysis of police killings per 1 million people in Ohio between 2013-
2024 reveals that black people are 4.4x more likely to be killed by police than white people
in Ohio®; and

WHEREAS, analysis of data from 714 police and 88 sheriff's departments in Ohio
reveals 285 killings by police from 2013-2021, which is more killings by police per arrest
than 55% of states®; and

WHEREAS, analysis of data from 714 police and 88 sheriff’'s departments in Ohio
reveals a black person was 4.3x as likely and a LatinX person was 1x as likely to be killed
by police as a white person in Ohio from 2013-2021%; and

WHEREAS, Ohio has been evidenced to have more unarmed people killed per
arrest than 65% of states and more racial disparities in deadly force than 49% of states,
per Police Scorecard, an independent 501(c)(3) organization created for nationwide
evaluation of policing in the U.S.%; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office and Cleveland
Division of the FBI indicted more than a third of the East Cleveland, Ohio police
department on grounds of public corruption and civil rights violations®; and

WHEREAS, in 2021, a study published in The Lancet found that the federal
National Vital Statistics System for tracking deaths by law enforcement underreports
police violence by more than 55% between 1980 — 20187; and
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WHEREAS, the Journal of Urban Health published an editorial in 2016 titled
“Excessive Police Violence as a Public Health Issue” which calls for further data
acquisition, analyses, and interventions for mitigation of police violence?®; and

WHEREAS, the Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities published an
article in 2020 titled “Police Brutality and Mistrust in Medical Institutions” reporting that
negative encounters with police correlates with increased mistrust in the medical
community and worse population health outcomes?®; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, the American Journal of Public Health identified five
pathways linking police brutality to poor health outcomes in the African American
community — including fatal injuries that increase population-specific mortality rates and
adverse physiological responses that increase morbidity'?; and

WHEREAS, in 2023, the American Journal of Public Health reported increased
rates of adverse health conditions for people living in heavily policed communities'’; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, the American Public Health Association passed the policy
“Addressing Law Enforcement Violence as a Public Health Issue”'?; and

WHEREAS, in 2020, the American Medical Association (AMA) president published
a statement entitled “Police brutality must stop” that states “AMA policy recognizes that
physical or verbal violence between law enforcement officers and the public, particularly
among Black and Brown communities where these incidents are more prevalent and
pervasive, is a critical determinant of health and supports research into the public health
consequences of these violent interactions”3; and

WHEREAS, the AMA advocates for “research to be conducted that examines the
public health consequences of negative interactions with police, including the impact on
civilians and law enforcement professionals” (AMA Policy D-65.987)'4; and

WHEREAS, the AMA “recognizes police brutality as a manifestation of structural
racism which disproportionately impacts Black, Indigenous, and other people of color”
(AMA Policy H-65.954)'5; and

WHEREAS, the OSMA “supports actions that enable accurate reporting and data
acquisition to target efforts to address the issue of arrest- and custody-related deaths”
(OSMA Policy 24 — 2021 — Acknowledging Death in Custody in the State of Ohio as a
Public Health Crisis)'®; and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that our Ohio State Medical Association recognizes police violence
as a determinant of health due to its demonstrated adverse impact on population health
and health disparities; and be it further


https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2019-04/a19-bot18.pdf
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RESOLVED, that our Ohio State Medical Association supports the development
and implementation of protocols for healthcare providers to identify, document, and report
suspected cases of police brutality and violence.

Fiscal Note: $ 500 (Sponsor)
$ 500+ (Staff)
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Relevant APHA, AMA, and OSMA Policy:

American Public Health Association

Policy Number 201811 - Addressing Law Enforcement Violence as a Public
Health Issue

‘“APHA recommends the following actions by federal, state, tribal, and local
authorities: (1) eliminate policies and practices that facilitate disproportionate
violence against specific populations (including laws criminalizing these
populations), (2) institute robust law enforcement accountability measures, (3)
increase investment in promoting racial and economic equity to address social
determinants of health, (4) implement community-based alternatives to addressing
harms and preventing trauma, and (5) work with public health officials to
comprehensively document law enforcement contact, violence, and injuries.”

American Medical Association

Policy D-65.987 - Policing Reform

“Our AMA: (1) will advocate for efforts to implement evidence-based policing and
the creation of evidence-based standards for law enforcement; (2) will advocate
for sentinel event reviews in the criminal justice system following an adverse event,
such as an in-custody death; (3) encourages further research by subject matter
experts on the issues related to the transfer of military equipment to law
enforcement agencies, including the impact on communities, particularly those in
minoritized and marginalized communities; and (4) supports
greater police accountability, procedurally just policing models, and greater
community involvement in policing policies and practices. Our AMA advocates for
(1) research to be conducted that examines the public health consequences of
negative interactions with police, including the impact on civilians and law
enforcement professionals; and (2) a change to the U.S. Standard Certificate of
Death to include a “check box” that would capture deaths in custody and further
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categorize the custodial death using cause and manner of death and information
from the “How Injury occurred” section of the death certificate.”

Policy H-65.954 - Policing Reform

“Our AMA: (1) recognizes police brutality as a manifestation of structural racism
which disproportionately impacts Black, Indigenous, and other people of color; (2)
will work with interested national, state, and local medical societies in a public
health effort to support the elimination of excessive use of force by law
enforcement officers; (3) will advocate against the utilization of racial and
discriminatory profiling by law enforcement through appropriate anti-bias training,
individual monitoring, and other measures; and (4) will advocate for legislation and
regulations which promote trauma-informed, community-based safety practices.
Our American Medical Association (1) recognizes the way we police our
communities is a social determinant of health; (2) advocates for the reform of
qualified immunity and other measures that shield law enforcement officers from
consequences of misconduct to further address systemic racism in policing
and mitigate use of excessive force; and (3) supports research on the impact upon
employed physicians in law enforcement and the potential risk for exacerbating the
physician workforce shortage within correctional medicine if qualified immunity
was eliminated.”

Policy H-15.964 - Police Chases and Chase-Related Injuries

“The AMA encourages (1) communities, aided by government officials and medical
scientists, to develop and implement guidelines on the use of police vehicles that
indicate when, how, and how long pursuits should be carried out and to address
other key aspects of police pursuit; and (2) responsible government agencies to
develop, test, and use instruments and techniques with advanced technologies,
for example, coding and tracking devices, to discourage, eliminate, or replace high-
speed chases.”

Ohio State Medical Association

Policy No. 24 — 2021 - Acknowledging Death in Custody in the State of Ohio
as a Public Health Crisis

“The OSMA supports actions that enable accurate reporting and data acquisition
to target efforts to address the issue of arrest- and custody-related deaths.”

Emergency Policy No. 01 — 2018 - Firearms and Public Health

“1. The OSMA opposes gun violence and supports policy that enforces patient
safety. 2. The OSMA lobby for physician immunity from civil and criminal liability,
if physicians are required to report potential violent threats by patients. 3. The
OSMA encourages firearm safety education. Emergency Policy 01 — 2018 was
reaffirmed at the 2019 OSMA House of Delegates.”



