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 12 
WHEREAS, overdose prevention education is defined as comprehensive training 13 

and awareness programs designed to equip individuals, including healthcare providers 14 
and community members, with the knowledge, skills, and resources necessary to prevent, 15 
recognize, and respond to opioid overdoses effectively [4]; and 16 

 17 
WHEREAS, in Ohio, current efforts for overdose prevention include community 18 

outreach initiatives, naloxone distribution programs, and training sessions sponsored by 19 
various organizations [9]; and 20 

 21 
WHEREAS, Ohio experienced 4,452 unintentional drug overdose deaths in 2023, 22 

a 9% decrease from 2022 but still reflecting a crisis in which 78% of deaths involve 23 
fentanyl or its analogs [50]; and 24 

 25 
WHEREAS, Ohio ranks 5th nationally in total overdoses and 7th in deaths due to 26 

overdoses, emphasizing the disproportionate burden of the opioid crisis in our state [1]; 27 
and 28 

 29 
WHEREAS, by expanding education in schools, healthcare settings, and local 30 

communities, we can further support Ohio’s ongoing efforts to reduce the frequency of 31 
overdoses and other opioid-related harm [51]; and 32 

 33 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Health reported 4,452 unintentional drug 34 

overdose deaths in 2023 [6, 7]; and 35 
 36 
WHEREAS, Ohio law mandates health education to include instruction in 37 

prescription opioid abuse prevention, focusing on the opioid epidemic and its connection 38 
to other drugs such as heroin, as part of the K-12 curriculum; and 39 

 40 
WHEREAS, the Health and Opioid-Abuse Prevention Education (HOPE) is one of 41 

the programs created to help schools integrate opioid abuse prevention education within 42 
their curriculum [44]; and 43 

 44 



WHEREAS, the Ohio Joint Study Committee on Drug Use Prevention Education 45 
recommended that every Ohio student receive annual, age-appropriate prevention 46 
education in grades kindergarten through 12 [47]; and 47 

 48 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Education offers youth substance use 49 

prevention programs like "Start Talking!" and Generation Rx to teach students about the 50 
risks of opioid misuse [49]; and 51 

 52 
WHEREAS, RecoveryOhio seeks to expand access to substance misuse 53 

prevention and treatment resources by promoting safe medication storage, proper 54 
disposal, and distributing naloxone kits to schools and community organizations [48]; and 55 

 56 
WHEREAS, Project DAWN (Deaths Avoided With Naloxone), educates and 57 

collaborates with health departments, emergency departments, and community 58 
organizations, providing vital overdose prevention and intervention tools across Ohio's 88 59 
counties [45]; and 60 

 61 
WHEREAS, annually, Project Dawn distributes more than 205,000 naloxone kits 62 

which in turn prevents roughly 18,000 overdoses each year [46]; and 63 
 64 
WHEREAS, the legalization of fentanyl testing strips in Ohio in 2023, combined 65 

with overdose prevention education programs, has been shown to improve long-term 66 
knowledge about opioid overdose and attitudes toward naloxone use, with naloxone 67 
distribution programs linked to a 14% reduction in overdose fatalities in states where they 68 
are legalized [29,53]; and 69 

 70 
WHEREAS, similar Project DAWN overdose prevention initiatives in other states 71 

have demonstrated success in strengthening their overdose prevention education, with 72 
evidence showing that states with mandatory overdose education see reductions in 73 
mortality rates [30]; and 74 

 75 
WHEREAS, the incorporation of online educational modules and mandatory 76 

annual training sessions for all healthcare providers and school systems in Ohio facilitates 77 
broader access to critical overdose prevention information and readiness [19, 21]; and 78 

 79 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Health has provided millions of dollars 80 

annually to local overdose prevention initiatives; expanding overdose prevention 81 
education to include naloxone and fentanyl testing strips will enhance the effectiveness 82 
of these investments [52]; and 83 

 84 
WHEREAS, public education is proven to reduce fatalities through increased 85 

awareness and informed decision-making [50], and therefore be it 86 
 87 
RESOLVED, our OSMA supports policies promoting education on overdose 88 

prevention and naloxone administration. 89 
 90 



Fiscal Note:  $ (Sponsor) 91 
   $ 500+(Staff) 92 
 93 
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Relevant OSMA Policy: 231 
Policy 13-2022 - Curbing Opioid-Related Deaths in Ohio Through Medication-232 
Assisted Treatment and Harm Reduction Services 233 
1. The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) advocates for the use of 234 
medication-assisted treatment, including but not limited to methadone or buprenorphine, 235 
and harm reduction methods without penalty when clinically appropriate. 236 
2. The OSMA supports public awareness campaigns to increase education of 237 
evidence-based services for opioid addiction, including but not limited to 238 
medication-assisted treatment, harm reduction, and recovery services. 239 
3. The OSMA supports existing and pilot programs for the distribution of fentanyl test 240 
strips in at risk communities in Ohio. 241 
4. The OSMA supports legislation prohibiting prior authorization requirements and other 242 
restrictions on use of evidence-based medications for opioid use disorder. 243 
5. The OSMA supports research, policy, and education concerning the impacts of 244 
racism and classism on patient awareness of and access to substance use disorder 245 
treatment.  246 
6. The OSMA supports legislation directing residential treatment providers to offer 247 
opioid agonist or partial agonist therapies, with associated trained medical personnel, 248 
on-site, or to facilitate access off-site. 249 
 250 

https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Nov-13-2023/Preventing-substance-abuse-and-fatal-overdose-with
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Nov-13-2023/Preventing-substance-abuse-and-fatal-overdose-with
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Nov-13-2023/Preventing-substance-abuse-and-fatal-overdose-with
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Nov-13-2023/Preventing-substance-abuse-and-fatal-overdose-with
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/drug-overdose/
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/drug-overdose/
https://www.advocatesforohio.org/news/harm-reduction-2023
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/af5ce9f5-0838-41c3-8c09-e9cef0b9960f/Combating-the-Opiate-Crisis-SEPT-2018.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/af5ce9f5-0838-41c3-8c09-e9cef0b9960f/Combating-the-Opiate-Crisis-SEPT-2018.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://www.advocatesforohio.org/news/harm-reduction-2023


Policy 8 – 2023 -- Reducing Barriers and Eliminating Disparities Surrounding Use 251 
of Medications for Opioid Use Disorder in Ohio 252 
1. OSMA Policy 13-2022 - curbing opioid-related deaths in Ohio through 253 
medication-assisted treatment and harm reduction services be amended to read as 254 
follows: 255 
1. The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) advocates for the use of 256 
medication-assisted treatment, including but not limited to methadone or buprenorphine, 257 
and harm reduction methods without penalty when clinically appropriate. 258 
2. The OSMA supports public awareness campaigns to increase education of 259 
evidence-based services for opioid addiction, including but not limited to 260 
medication-assisted treatment, harm reduction, and recovery services. 261 
3. The OSMA supports existing and pilot programs for the distribution of fentanyl test  262 
strips in at-risk communities in Ohio.  263 
4. THE OSMA SUPPORTS LEGISLATION PROHIBITING PRIOR AUTHORIZATION 264 
REQUIREMENTS AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF EVIDENCE-BASED 265 
MEDICATIONS FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER.  266 
5. THE OSMA SUPPORTS RESEARCH, POLICY, AND EDUCATION CONCERNING 267 
THE IMPACTS OF RACISM AND CLASSISM ON PATIENT AWARENESS OF AND 268 
ACCESS TO SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT. 269 
 270 


