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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 39 — 2025
Introduced by: Medical Student Section
Subject: Overdose Prevention Education

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 2

WHEREAS, overdose prevention education is defined as comprehensive training
and awareness programs designed to equip individuals, including healthcare providers
and community members, with the knowledge, skills, and resources necessary to prevent,
recognize, and respond to opioid overdoses effectively [4]; and

WHEREAS, in Ohio, current efforts for overdose prevention include community
outreach initiatives, naloxone distribution programs, and training sessions sponsored by
various organizations [9]; and

WHEREAS, Ohio experienced 4,452 unintentional drug overdose deaths in 2023,
a 9% decrease from 2022 but still reflecting a crisis in which 78% of deaths involve
fentanyl or its analogs [50]; and

WHEREAS, Ohio ranks 5th nationally in total overdoses and 7th in deaths due to
overdoses, emphasizing the disproportionate burden of the opioid crisis in our state [1];
and

WHEREAS, by expanding education in schools, healthcare settings, and local
communities, we can further support Ohio’s ongoing efforts to reduce the frequency of
overdoses and other opioid-related harm [51]; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Health reported 4,452 unintentional drug
overdose deaths in 2023 [6, 7]; and

WHEREAS, Ohio law mandates health education to include instruction in
prescription opioid abuse prevention, focusing on the opioid epidemic and its connection
to other drugs such as heroin, as part of the K-12 curriculum; and

WHEREAS, the Health and Opioid-Abuse Prevention Education (HOPE) is one of
the programs created to help schools integrate opioid abuse prevention education within
their curriculum [44]; and
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WHEREAS, the Ohio Joint Study Committee on Drug Use Prevention Education
recommended that every Ohio student receive annual, age-appropriate prevention
education in grades kindergarten through 12 [47]; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Education offers youth substance use
prevention programs like "Start Talking!" and Generation Rx to teach students about the
risks of opioid misuse [49]; and

WHEREAS, RecoveryOhio seeks to expand access to substance misuse
prevention and treatment resources by promoting safe medication storage, proper
disposal, and distributing naloxone kits to schools and community organizations [48]; and

WHEREAS, Project DAWN (Deaths Avoided With Naloxone), educates and
collaborates with health departments, emergency departments, and community
organizations, providing vital overdose prevention and intervention tools across Ohio's 88
counties [45]; and

WHEREAS, annually, Project Dawn distributes more than 205,000 naloxone kits
which in turn prevents roughly 18,000 overdoses each year [46]; and

WHEREAS, the legalization of fentanyl testing strips in Ohio in 2023, combined
with overdose prevention education programs, has been shown to improve long-term
knowledge about opioid overdose and attitudes toward naloxone use, with naloxone
distribution programs linked to a 14% reduction in overdose fatalities in states where they
are legalized [29,53]; and

WHEREAS, similar Project DAWN overdose prevention initiatives in other states
have demonstrated success in strengthening their overdose prevention education, with
evidence showing that states with mandatory overdose education see reductions in
mortality rates [30]; and

WHEREAS, the incorporation of online educational modules and mandatory
annual training sessions for all healthcare providers and school systems in Ohio facilitates
broader access to critical overdose prevention information and readiness [19, 21]; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Health has provided millions of dollars
annually to local overdose prevention initiatives; expanding overdose prevention
education to include naloxone and fentanyl testing strips will enhance the effectiveness
of these investments [52]; and

WHEREAS, public education is proven to reduce fatalities through increased
awareness and informed decision-making [50], and therefore be it

RESOLVED, our OSMA supports policies promoting education on overdose
prevention and naloxone administration.
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Fiscal Note: $ (Sponsor)
$ 500+(Staff)
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Relevant OSMA Policy:
Policy 13-2022 - Curbing Opioid-Related Deaths in Ohio Through Medication-

Assisted Treatment and Harm Reduction Services

1. The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) advocates for the use of
medication-assisted treatment, including but not limited to methadone or buprenorphine,
and harm reduction methods without penalty when clinically appropriate.

2. The OSMA supports public awareness campaigns to increase education of
evidence-based services for opioid addiction, including but not limited to
medication-assisted treatment, harm reduction, and recovery services.

3. The OSMA supports existing and pilot programs for the distribution of fentanyl test
strips in at risk communities in Ohio.

4. The OSMA supports legislation prohibiting prior authorization requirements and other
restrictions on use of evidence-based medications for opioid use disorder.

5. The OSMA supports research, policy, and education concerning the impacts of
racism and classism on patient awareness of and access to substance use disorder
treatment.

6. The OSMA supports legislation directing residential treatment providers to offer
opioid agonist or partial agonist therapies, with associated trained medical personnel,
on-site, or to facilitate access off-site.
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Policy 8 — 2023 -- Reducing Barriers and Eliminating Disparities Surrounding Use
of Medications for Opioid Use Disorder in Ohio

1. OSMA Policy 13-2022 - curbing opioid-related deaths in Ohio through
medication-assisted treatment and harm reduction services be amended to read as
follows:

1. The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) advocates for the use of
medication-assisted treatment, including but not limited to methadone or buprenorphine,
and harm reduction methods without penalty when clinically appropriate.

2. The OSMA supports public awareness campaigns to increase education of
evidence-based services for opioid addiction, including but not limited to
medication-assisted treatment, harm reduction, and recovery services.

3. The OSMA supports existing and pilot programs for the distribution of fentanyl test
strips in at-risk communities in Ohio.

4. THE OSMA SUPPORTS LEGISLATION PROHIBITING PRIOR AUTHORIZATION
REQUIREMENTS AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF EVIDENCE-BASED
MEDICATIONS FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER.

5. THE OSMA SUPPORTS RESEARCH, POLICY, AND EDUCATION CONCERNING
THE IMPACTS OF RACISM AND CLASSISM ON PATIENT AWARENESS OF AND
ACCESS TO SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT.



