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 13 
WHEREAS, the OSMA strongly supports physicians and patients collaborating to 14 

ensure patient's end of life decisions are respected and fulfilled; and 15 
 16 

WHEREAS, a POLST provides clear guidance to healthcare providers regarding 17 
patient and family's end of life decisions and is uniform across the state giving 18 
consistent implementation and decreasing confusion; and 19 
 20 

WHEREAS, a POLST gives a patient autonomy to express their preference 21 
regarding end of life decisions in advance; and 22 
 23 

WHEREAS, in an emergency situation or critical healthcare condition, a 24 
documented POLST may be quickly assessed to give patient's treatment preferences 25 
and avoid delays or unnecessary intervention; and 26 
 27 

WHEREAS, a POLST provides legal protection for providers who are acting in 28 
good faith, clarifying responsibilities and shielding from potential liability; and 29 
 30 

WHEREAS, the Ohio DNR form is not a document which enables a person to 31 
express their end of life decisions with clarity or nuance; and therefore 32 
 33 

BE IT RESOLVED, the OSMA support existing efforts to enact Physician Orders 34 
for Life Sustaining Treatments (POLST) to enable the Citizens of Ohio to document their 35 
end of life healthcare decisions. 36 
 37 
Fiscal Note:  $ (Sponsor) 38 
   $ 1,000 (Staff) 39 
 40 
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