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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 37 — 2025

Introduced by: Medical Student Section

Subject: Increasing Awareness of DEA Prescription Drug Take Back
Programs
Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 2

WHEREAS, Ohio is one of eight states whose opioid mortality rate doubled every
three years from 1999 to 2016, earning us the fifth-highest rate of overdose deaths in
the U.S."24; and

WHEREAS, prescription drug take-back programs collect and dispose of unused
and expired prescription drugs, reducing access to unwanted household medications
and protecting the environment from their release into ground and surface water®; and

WHEREAS, Ohio’s take-back program included 233 law enforcement agencies
and 266 pharmacy collection sites that collected a total of 59,455 pounds of unused
medications in 20208; and

WHEREAS, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) prescription drug take-
back programs have successfully removed millions of pounds of unused prescription
medications from households across the U.S.37; and

WHEREAS, DEA-sponsored Prescription Drug Take-Back events help reduce
the availability of unused prescription medications, preventing misuse and potential
overdose*?®; and

WHEREAS, increased patrticipation in take-back programs can improve the
safety of home environments by reducing the risk of accidental poisoning among
children®; and

WHEREAS, increasing the frequency and visibility of drug take-back programs
across Ohio would fortify statewide efforts to reduce prescription drug misuse; and
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that our OSMA inform physicians of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency’s Office of Diversion Control’s prescription drug take back program; and be it
further
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RESOLVED, that our OSMA work with the Ohio Department of Health and

Human Services to educate the public about the availability of prescription drug take
back programs approved by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency’s Office of Diversion

Control.
Fiscal Note: $ (Sponsor)

$ 100,000+(Staff)
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