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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 05 - 2023
Introduced by: OSMA Medical Student Section
Subject: Protection for Physician Administration of Gender-Affirming Care

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 1

WHEREAS, Scope-limiting legislation has increased significantly in the Ohio
General Assembly in recent years, with goals to intervene on the physician-patient
relationship and ban physicians from implementing specific evidence-based treatments?

WHEREAS, such legislation aims to punish providers of these evidence-based
treatments, such as removal of one’s state licensure or even criminal prosecution of
physicians for providing evidence-based care?; and

WHEREAS, such legislation impacts nearly every specialty, and additionally
allows for untrained non-physician legislators to dictate what treatments a physician is
allowed to consider and how physicians counsel their patients®; and

WHEREAS, House Bills 513 of the 133" Ohio General Assembly and 454 of the
134™ Ohio General Assembly are named the “Vulnerable Child Protection Act” and the
“Save Adolescents from Experimentation (SAFE) Act” respectively, to imply that
physicians are harming vulnerable children and experimenting on adolescents in use of
evidence-based care*®; and

WHEREAS, H.B. 454 aims to ban specific gender-affirming medical treatments
and procedures for adolescent patients, treatments which have been proven to improve
guality of life and psychological well-being, as well as reduce suicidality in a high-risk
population®1°; and

WHEREAS, gender-affirming treatment in minors is administered with parental
consent, and has been shown to improve mental health, quality of life and social
development, as well as decrease psychiatric comorbidities associated with untreated
Gender Dysphoriat**4; and

WHEREAS, H.B. 454 threatens removal of public funding for healthcare
institutions where gender-affirming care occurs, therefore punishing every physician,
staff member and patient in a hospital system that performs evidence-based medicine®;
and
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WHEREAS, our OSMA has passed policy to actively work to ensure that the

sanctity of the physician-patient relationship is protected in all legislative and regulatory
matters, and also opposes any portion of proposed regulation that criminalizes clinical
practice that is the standard of care!>1; and

WHEREAS, our OSMA has passed policy to support evidence-based treatment

for gender-affirming care and education for physicians to provide culturally-competent
care, though current policy does not oblige OSMA to pursue protection for physicians
who provide this care!’; and NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED, that our OSMA oppose any efforts to ban the administration

of evidence-based care to patients when determined to be clinically indicated by their
physician; be it further

RESOLVED, that our OSMA oppose legislative or regulatory actions that would

penalize physicians, Allied Health professionals, or healthcare entities who administer
evidence-based gender-affirming care to patients.

Fiscal Note: $ (Sponsor)
$ 25,000 (Staff)
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