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 13 
WHEREAS, multiple pharmacies closed in Ohio in 2024, causing many small 14 

towns to be left with no pharmacy and creating pharmacy deserts; and  15 
 16 
WHEREAS, over 15.8 million people in the U.S. are living in areas without 17 

adequate access to pharmacies; and  18 
 19 
WHEREAS, a study has shown that there is an association between pharmacy 20 

closures and patient adherence to cardiovascular medications among older US adults; 21 
and  22 

 23 
WHEREAS, there are many factors involved when a pharmacy closes; and  24 
 25 
WHEREAS, pharmacy reimbursement rates for Medicare and Medicaid 26 

prescriptions have not kept up with payments by private insurance for prescriptions, which 27 
adversely affect rural and low income urban area pharmacies, especially independent 28 
pharmacies; and  29 

 30 
WHEREAS, independent pharmacies are more likely to close than chain 31 

pharmacies; and 32 
 33 
WHEREAS, pharmacy closures are more likely in rural and low income urban 34 

areas resulting in pharmacy deserts; and  35 
 36 
WHEREAS, some insurance companies have preferred pharmacies which often 37 

do not include independent pharmacies; and  38 
 39 
WHEREAS, over 20 states have rules allowing telepharmacy which has helped in 40 

areas of pharmacy deserts; and therefore be it  41 
 42 
RESOLVED, that our OSMA work with the Ohio Board of Pharmacy to discuss the 43 

possibility of telepharmacy in Ohio; and be it further  44 
 45 



RESOLVED, that our OSMA work with the Ohio Department of Insurance to 46 
evaluate differences in reimbursement for pharmaceuticals between Medicaid and private 47 
insurances, and rectify those differences; and be it further  48 

 49 
RESOLVED, that our OSMA ask for review of preferred pharmacy networks, 50 

especially in view of multiple pharmacy deserts in Ohio, resulting in lack of patient access 51 
to pharmacies; and be it further  52 

 53 
RESOLVED, that our OSMA AMA Delegation take the issue of pharmacy deserts 54 

to our AMA for further study and discussion of possible solutions to this issue including 55 
telepharmacy, better reimbursement by Medicare, Pharmacy Benefit Managers 56 
limitations on preferred pharmacies and reimbursement, especially for independent 57 
pharmacies, and other policies to improve access for patients to their prescribed 58 
medications.  59 

 60 
Fiscal Note:  $ (Sponsor) 61 
   $ 500+(Staff) 62 
 63 
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