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Resolution No. 21 – 2024 3 
 4 

Introduced by:    District 2 5 
 6 
Subject: “Guarantee Issue” Protections for Traditional Medicare 7 
 8 
Referred to:  Resolutions Committee No. 2  9 
 10 
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 12 
WHEREAS, the Federal Medicare program has 4 parts A,B,C D, offering 13 

Hospital, Physician and Pharmacy benefits; and 14 
 15 

WHEREAS, Part C is known as Medicare Advantage, which has become popular 16 
through its market offerings of zero premiums for enrollees plus additional benefits 17 
which are not available through traditional Medicare; and 18 
 19 

WHEREAS, Medicare Advantage plans have various other limitations such as 20 
narrow networks and narrow drug benefits as well as numerous preauthorization 21 
requirements; and 22 
 23 

WHEREAS, a traditional Medicare plan needs to be supplemented by additional 24 
Medigap or Supplemental Insurance policies to cover what Medicare approves but does 25 
not cover (20%); and 26 
 27 

WHEREAS, once an enrollee joins a Medicare Advantage plan and then wants to 28 
change back to traditional Medicare with supplemental insurance, there are severe 29 
restrictions to get a Medigap or Supplemental Insurance policy. In essence enrollees 30 
are stuck in an Advantage plan even if the plan does not serve a patient’s needs; and 31 
 32 

WHEREAS, there are only 4 states in the country which have “guaranteed issue” 33 
protections for access to Medigap or supplemental policies post the initial sign-up of 34 
Medicare beneficiaries age 65 or older. (Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York and 35 
Maine). Ohio is not one of those states. (Reference Wall Street Journal). Some states 36 
have very limited protections for those with pre-existing medical conditions seeking 37 
Medigap policies; and therefore 38 
 39 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) will take all 40 
necessary steps to require guaranteed issue protections allowing access to Medigap 41 
Insurance coverage for beneficiaries switching from Medicare Advantage to traditional 42 
Medicare during the annual open enrollment period; and be it further 43 
 44 

RESOLVED, that the OSMA delegation to AMA will take this resolution to AMA 45 
seeking all necessary actions (legislative or administrative) to allow Medicare 46 



beneficiaries age 65 and older the freedom to change back to Traditional Medicare with 47 
federal guaranteed issue protection to obtain Medigap insurance once they have 48 
disenrolled from Medicare Advantage Plans. 49 
 50 
Fiscal Note:  $ (Sponsor) 51 
   $ 50,000 (Staff) 52 
 53 
References: 54 

 55 
1. https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/medicare-advantage-enrollment-risks-923e7952 56 

 57 
 58 


