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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 26 — 2025
Introduced by: OSMA Young Physician Section
Subject: Seat Belt Laws

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 1

WHEREAS, a majority of people killed in motor vehicle accidents in Ohio were
not wearing a seat belt'; and

WHEREAS, under current state law, all drivers and front seat passengers are
required to wear a seat belt, with seat belts optional for back seat passengers 16 years
or older?; and

WHEREAS, seat belt violations in Ohio are secondary traffic offense, so seat belt
non-adherence cannot be the sole reason to pull someone over?; and

WHEREAS, although 35 other states have primary seat belt laws for front seat
occupants and 18 other states (including neighboring Kentucky and Indiana) have
primary seat belt laws for back seat occupants, Ohio does not*; and

WHEREAS, Ohio’s compliance with seat belt laws (80.8% in 2022) is its lowest
since 2005 and well below the national usage rate of 92%"°; and

WHEREAS, Governor Mike DeWine has indicated support for strengthening
Ohio’s seat belt laws®; and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Ohio State Medical Association supports laws to increase
seat belt utilization; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Ohio State Medical Association supports efforts to increase
compliance with seat belt utilization.

Fiscal Note: $ 50,000 (Sponsor)
$ 50,000 (Staff)
References:

1. https://publicsafety.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odps/home/news-and-events/all-
news/ots0-05242023
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https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-4513.263
https://www.axios.com/local/columbus/2024/04/16/ohio-seat-belt-laws-governor-
dewine

https://www.ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/Seat%20Belts?state=0hio
https://www.axios.com/local/columbus/2023/10/23/drivers-seat-belt-usage-report-
low-down-buckle-up
https://fox8.com/news/seat-belt-law-could-soon-change-in-ohio/
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