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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 16 — 2025

Introduced by: OSMA Young Physician Section, Delia Sosa, Carson Hartlage,
Harsimran Makkad, Amber Jean Prater

Subject: Gender-ldentification on State Government IDs

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 1

WHEREAS, gender identity and sex assigned at birth are two separate entities
and conflating the two erases both transgender and intersex individuals; and

WHEREAS, twenty-two percent of respondents in the 2022 U.S. Transgender
Survey reported experiencing verbal harassment, assault, being asked to leave a
location, or being denied services after presenting an ID with a name or gender that did
not align with their appearance’; and

WHEREAS, the ability to obtain aligned identity documents has been associated
with improved mental health outcomes such as decreased psychological distress and
suicide planning for transgender individuals?; and

WHEREAS, driver's licenses are governed statewide by the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles, while birth certificates are governed on a county level BMV; and

WHEREAS, in Ohio, changing one’s gender identity on a state-issued identification
cards requires a signed affidavit from a healthcare provider that “certifies the gender
identity of the applicant,"?; and

WHEREAS, ambiguity of Ohio law on birth certificate changes and a recent Ohio
Supreme Court decision together have left the power to change gender on one’s birth
certificate to county probate courts, resulting in a majority of counties not processing any
gender marker changes*®; and

WHEREAS, some Ohio county probate courts require medical documentation or
notarized affidavits from friends and family members for gender marker changes on birth
certificates, while others allow self-identification®; and

WHEREAS, 21 states do not require health care provider certification for gender
marker changes on driver’s licenses, and 14 states do not require provider documentation
of “appropriate treatment” for gender marker changes on birth certificates®; and
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WHEREAS, gender identity, transgender people, and intersex people continue to
be threatened in the State of Ohio; and

WHEREAS, our OSMA supports the protection of Lesbian, Gay, Transgender,
Queer, Intersex, Asexual (LGBTQIA+) individuals from discriminating practices and
harassment (Policy 22-2016) in addition to providing individualized, gender-affirming
treatment and care (Policy 15-2020); and

WHEREAS, the AMA supports an individual’s right to determine their gender
identity on government documents and supports policies that allow for a gender change
on said documents (H-65.967); and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Ohio State Medical Association supports every individual's
right to determine their gender identity and sex designation on state-issued government
documents including driver’s licenses; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Ohio State Medical Association supports policies that allow
for a sex designation or change of designation on all state-issued government
documentation to reflect an individual’s gender identity, as reported by the individual and
without need for verification by a medical professional; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Ohio State Medical Association supports policies that include
an undesignated or nonbinary gender option for state government records and forms of
state government-issued identification.

Fiscal Note: $ 50,000 (Sponsor)
$ 50,000 (Staff)
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Relevant AMA Policy
Conforming Sex and Gender Designation on Government IDs and Other Documents H-65.967
1. Our American Medical Association supports every individual’s right to determine
their gender identity and sex designation on government documents and other
forms of government identification.
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. Our AMA supports policies that allow for a sex designation or change of

designation on all government IDs to reflect an individual’s gender identity, as
reported by the individual and without need for verification by a medical
professional.

. Our AMA supports policies that include an undesignated or nonbinary gender

option for government records and forms of government-issued identification,
which would be in addition to “male” and “female.”

. Our AMA supports efforts to ensure that the sex designation on an individual's

government-issued documents and identification does not hinder access to
medically appropriate care or other social services in accordance with that
individual’s needs.

. Our AMA will advocate for the removal of sex as a legal designation on the public

portion of the birth certificate, recognizing that information on an individual's sex
designation at birth will still be submitted through the U.S. Standard Certificate
of Live Birth for medical, public health, and statistical use only.
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