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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 40 — 2025
Introduced by: Medical Student Section
Subject: Action to Address the Increase in Xylazine-Related Overdoses

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 2

WHEREAS, the Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) is committed to the
safety, health, and well-being of all Ohioans, and recognizes the importance of
addressing the evolving public health challenges associated with substance use and
overdose'?; and

WHEREAS, Ohio has witnessed a concerning rise in overdose deaths involving
xylazine, a veterinary sedative often found in illicit drug mixtures, particularly with
fentanyl®; and

WHEREAS, since 2019, Ohio has experienced a steady increase in overdose
deaths involving xylazine, with 15 such deaths in 2019, 45 in 2020, and 75 in 20213; and

WHEREAS, as of March 14, 2022, there have been 113 recorded overdose deaths
involving xylazine in Ohio, with 99.2% of these deaths also involving fentanyl,
underscoring the dangerous synergy between these substances?; and

WHEREAS, by November 2022, xylazine was detected in confiscated drugs in 48
U.S. states, illustrating the widespread contamination of illicit drug supplies with this
potent sedative?; and

WHEREAS, human consumption of xylazine has been linked to severe health
complications, including debilitating skin ulcers that lead to tissue decay, bacterial
infections, and in some cases, amputation, at higher rates than those associated with
other injectable drugs?; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio State Medical Association acknowledges the urgent need
for comprehensive harm reduction strategies to mitigate the health risks associated with
xylazine and other contaminants in illicit drug supplies®; and

WHEREAS, recent reports indicate a high acceptance rate among young adults
for the use of fentanyl test strips, which detect illicitly manufactured fentanyl (IMF) in
drugs, as a harm reduction tool®; and
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WHEREAS, a study examining the potential utilization of fentanyl test strips found

that 98% of participants expressed confidence in their ability to use the test strips, and
95% expressed a desire to use them in the future, highlighting the public's willingness to
adopt harm reduction measures®; and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the OSMA amend Policy 13-2022 as follows;

Policy 13-2022 - Curbing Opioid-Related Deaths in Ohio Through Medication-
Assisted Treatment and Harm Reduction Services

1.The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) advocates for the use of
medication-assisted treatment, including but not limited to methadone or
buprenorphine, and harm reduction methods without penalty when clinically
appropriate.

2. The OSMA supports public awareness campaigns to increase education of
evidence-based services for opioid addiction, including but not limited to
medication-assisted treatment, harm reduction, and recovery services.

3. The OSMA supports existing and pilot programs for the distribution of fentanyl
AND XYLAZINE test strips in at-risk communities in Ohio.

4. The OSMA supports legislation prohibiting prior authorization requirements and
other restrictions on use of evidence-based medications for opioid use disorder.
5. The OSMA supports research, policy, and education concerning the impacts of
racism and classism on patient awareness of and access to substance use
disorder treatment.

6. The OSMA supports legislation directing residential treatment providers to offer
opioid agonist or partial agonist therapies, with associated trained medical
personnel, on-site, or to facilitate access off-site.

7. THE OSMA SUPPORTS THE IMPLEMENTATION AND WIDESPREAD
EDUCATION ABOUT THE DANGERS OF CONTAMINANTS IN ILLICIT DRUG
SUPPLIES.

Fiscal Note: $ (Sponsor)
$ 500+(Staff)
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