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OHIO STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution No. 56 — 2025
Introduced by: Medical Student Section

Subject: Advocating for Street Medicine and Mobile Medical Units through
Established Healthcare Systems for Underserved Populations

Referred to: Resolutions Committee No. 2

WHEREAS, unhoused individuals face disproportionate rates of chronic ilinesses,
mental health disorders, substance use issues, and preventable mortality’; and

WHEREAS, the unhoused population often encounters systemic barriers to
healthcare, including lack of ID, transportation, and mistrust of institutions'?; and

WHEREAS, Ohio has over 11,000 individuals experiencing homelessness, many
of whom face significant barriers to accessing traditional healthcare and housing®#; and

WHEREAS, Ohio cities, including Cleveland and Columbus, have seen increases
in homelessness, with one third of individuals unsheltered'!; and

WHEREAS, Ohio’s homeless population has significant unmet healthcare needs,
including chronic disease management and mental health services; and

WHEREAS, stable housing is a key determinant of health, reducing emergency
department utilization and improving overall health outcomes®; and

WHEREAS, the lack of affordable housing in Ohio is a leading cause of
homelessness, with many residents unable to meet basic needs; and

WHEREAS, the intersection of homelessness, mental health issues, and
substance use disorders necessitates comprehensive, integrated care models; and

WHEREAS, comprehensive aid for the unhoused should include wraparound
services such as mental health support, substance use treatment, and job training’; and

WHEREAS, street medicine is an effective healthcare model for addressing the
needs of unhoused individuals who face barriers to accessing traditional healthcare
services'?; and
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WHEREAS, Mobile Medical Units can facilitate effective treatment of substance
use disorders, provision of primary care, and services for severe mental illness among
people experiencing homelessness; and

WHEREAS, the Maximizing Outcomes through Better Investments in Lifesaving
Equipment for (MOBILE) Health Care Act in 2022 enabled health centers to receive
funding for Mobile Medical Units'?; and

WHEREAS, the integration of street medicine programs into the broader
healthcare system has the potential to reduce healthcare costs and improve overall health
equity in Ohio?; and

WHEREAS, legislative approaches integrating healthcare, housing, and social
services have reduced homelessness in states like Utah and Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, legislation such as HR 773 Homelessness and Behavioral Health
Care Coordination Act of 2023 seeks to protect healthcare coverage and housing
resources for individuals who are homeless?; and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association supports the development of street
medicine programs to increase access to care for populations experiencing
homelessness and reduce long-term costs; and

WHEREAS, Ohio has yet to integrate Mobile Medical Units and Street Medicine
into the statewide response system for homelessness akin to models seen in other states
like California'3; and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that our OSMA support wraparound services for the unhoused,
including mental health care, substance use treatment, job training, and transportation
assistance; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the OSMA support state or local government funding for mobile
health units and street medicine programs that expand care access for the unhoused.

Fiscal Note: $ 500 (Sponsor)
$ 500 (Staff)
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Relevant AMA/OSMA policies:

Policy 29 - 2022 "The OSMA supports the development of state and local policies that
protect the health of low income and homeless individuals by promoting and funding
housing initiatives."
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H-160.886 - 2023 “Payment for Physicians who Practice Street Medicine”

Our American Medical Association supports the development of street medicine
programs to increase access to care for populations experiencing homelessness
and reduce long- term costs.

Our AMA supports the implementation of Medicare and Medicaid payment for
street medicine initiatives by advocating for necessary legislative and/or
regulatory changes, including submission of a recommendation to the Centers for
Medicaid & Medicaid Services asking that it establish a new place-of-service
code to support street medicine practices for people eligible for Medicare and/or
Medicaid, with “street medicine” defined, in keeping with the Street Medicine
Institute, as “the provision of health care directly to people where they are living
and sleeping on the streets.”


https://policysearch.ama-assn.org/policyfinder/detail/street%20medicine?uri=%2FAMADoc%2FHOD.xml-H-160.886.xml

